BISMARCK

In 1866 the King could not easily make up his mind
upon the question whether he should arbitrarily break
down parliamentary resistance and prevent its recurrence,
so weighty were the reasons against doing so. By the
suspension and revision of the Constitution, by the hu-
miliation of the Opposition in the Diet, an effectual
weapon against Prussia in the struggles looming in the
future would have been placed in the hands of all those
who were discontented with the events of 1866 in Ger-
many and Austria. One would have had to be prepared
meanwhile to carry out, in opposition to the parliament
and the press, a system of government in Prussia which
would be combated by all the rest of Germany, Meas-
ures which we should have had to take against the press
would have had no validity in Dessau; and Austria and
South Germany would, meanwhile, have taken their re-
venge by assuming, on Liberal and National lines, the
leadership which Prussia had forsaken. The National
party in Prussia itself would have sympathised with the
adversaries of the government. We could, indeed, have
constitutionally gained an increase of strength for the
monarchy within the amended boundaries of Prussia, but
it would have been in the presence of fiercely dissentient
domestic elements, to which the Opposition in the new
provinces would have united itself, We should then have
carried on a Prussian war of conquest, but the sinews of
the national policy of Prussia would have been severed.
In the struggle to create for the German nation, by means
of unity, the possibility of an existence corresponding to
its historical importance, lay the weightiest argument in
justification of waging the German * Bruderkrieg;' the

renewal of such a war would be unavoidable if the strug-
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